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Seeing Differently Thoroughly contemporary and pragmatic, this collection of essays provides a clear picture of Carmelite
teaching while encouraging a journey of discovery and faith.
Studies in Formative Spirituality This new volume, replacing The Westminster Dictionary of Spirituality by Gordon S. Wakefield
(1983), stands as the definitive reference work on all aspects of Christian spirituality. Several years in the making and
comprised of more than 400 completely new entries, the Dictionary incorporates the collective expertise of today's foremost
scholars in the field of Christian spirituality. Systematically organized and alphabetically arranged for maximum ease of use,
the book includes comprehensive bibliographies; a section of short essays on the content, methods, and current debates in
the field; and reading lists to encourage additional reading and research. Philip F. Sheldrake is Professor in the Department of
Theology and Religion, University of Durham.
The New Westminster Dictionary of Christian Spirituality The Interior Castle, or The Mansions, was written by St. Teresa of
Ávila, the Spanish Discalced Carmelite nun and famed mystic, in 1577 as a guide for spiritual development through service
and prayer. Inspired by her vision of the soul as a diamond in the shape of a castle containing seven mansions, she
interpreted life as the journey of faith through seven stages, ending with union with God.
Knowledge God Class Sufism John of Avila (1499-1569) was a major figure in the ecclesial reform and spiritual renewal that
finally came to pass in 16th-century Spain. In spite of discrimination because of his Jewish background, John had an excellent
education at the Universities of Salamanca and Alcala, centers of Christian humanistic studies in Spain. As a diocesan priest in
Andalusia, he labored as a preacher, confessor, spiritual director, catechist, evangelist, educator, and theologian. He knew
and helped many saints including Ignatius of Loyola, Teresa of Avila, and John of God. Master Avila, as he was called, centered
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his efforts on the establishment of colleges and universities for the education of laity and priests and on reform of the
priesthood. He also directed many religious and lay people. His spiritual masterpiece, the Audi, filia, is a guide to the spiritual
life in which hearing the word of God in the Scriptures and contemplating the face of Christ, especially in his passion, leads to
personal transformation in the communion of the Father and the Son. In many ways the book reflects the time in which it was
written, but it also transcends it to provide direction for a faithful and mature Christian life in any age.
New SCM Dictionary of Christian Spirituality A survey of medieval Christian literature dedicated to angels explores issues in
angelic spirituality along a variety of themes and provides selections from medieval commentaries on such topics as theology,
the moral life, and mystical consciousness. Simultaneous.
Spiritual Precepts Francis may have been the most influential in both the Christian and non-Christian worlds. In 1993, the
editorial staff of Time magazine ranked him first among the 10 greatest people of the second millennium. He certainly points
the way for all Christians in the third millennium, identifying the Gospel-based values and actions needed if the Good News of
Jesus Christ is to have its full impact. He changed our image of God. Francis via biblical images, invited people to think of God
the Father as a generous and loving Creator, to see God the Son as living proof of God’s love and closeness to the human
family, to appreciate God the Spirit as the One who makes us holy, preparing for us our eternal home. Important as the
doctrinal aspect of St. Francis' writings must of necessity be to all who would understand his life since “the springs of action
are to be found in belief, and conduct ultimately rests upon conviction” it is foreign to the object of the present volume; St.
Francis On Poverty, and Other Virtues.
The Way of Perfection This anthology collects essays, poetry and treatises by a group of English philosophers from the Age of
Reason who were devoted to the goodness of God and the spiritual importance of rationalism. These philosophers, known as
the Cambridge Platonists, produced a movement in philosophical theology that flourished around Cambridge University in the
seventeenth century and influenced not only Great Britain, but the United States and beyond. Their school of thought
emphasized the great goodness of God, the compatibility of reason and faith, an integrated life of virtue, and the deep joy of
living in concord with God. This volume introduces and presents the key documents of the Cambridge Platonist movement
while setting its thinkers in their historical and religious context: the decades of turbulence and political crises surrounding
the English Civil War.
Mysticism of Bernard of Clairvoux Offering a comprehensive analysis of newly-uncovered manuscripts from two English
convents near Antwerp, this study gives unprecedented insight into the role of the senses in enclosed religious communities
during the period 1600-1800. It draws on a range of previously unpublished writings-chronicles, confessions, letters, poetry,
personal testimony of various kinds-to explore and challenge assumptions about sensory origins. Author Nicky Hallett
undertakes an interdisciplinary investigation of a range of documents compiled by English nuns in exile in northern Europe.
She analyzes vivid accounts they left of the spaces they inhabited and of their sensory architecture: the smells of corridors, of
diseased and dying bodies, the sights and sounds of civic and community life, its textures and tastes; their understanding of it
in the light of devotional discipline. This is material culture in the raw, providing access to a well-defined locale and the
conditions that shaped sensory experience and understanding. Hallett examines the relationships between somatic and
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religious enclosure, and the role of the senses in devotional discipline and practice, considering the ways in which the women
adapted to the austerities of convent life after childhoods in domestic households. She considers the enduring effects of
habitus, in Bourdieu's terms the residue of socialised subjectivity which was (or was not) transferred to a contemplative
career. To this discussion, she injects literary and cultural comparisons, considering inter alia how writers of fiction, and of
domestic and devotional conduct books, represent the senses, and how the nuns' own reading shaped their personal
knowledge. The Senses in Religious Communities, 1600-1800 opens fresh comparative perspectives on the Catholic domestic
household as well as the convent, and on relationships between English and European philosophy, rhetorical, medical and
devotional discourse.
Cambridge Platonist Spirituality Don Vasco de Quiroga (1470-1565) was the first bishop of Michoacán in Western Mexico.
Driven by the desire to convert the native Purhépecha-Chichimec peoples to a purified form of Christianity, free of the
corruptions of European Catholicism, he sought to establish New World Edens in Michoacán by congregating the people into
pueblo-hospital communities, where mendicant friars could more easily teach them the fundamental beliefs of Christianity and
the values of Spanish culture. In this broadly synthetic study, Bernardino Verástique explores Vasco de Quiroga's evangelizing
project in its full cultural and historical context. He begins by recreating the complex and not wholly incompatible worldviews
of the Purhépecha and the Spaniards at the time of their first encounter in 1521. With Quiroga as a focal point, Verástique
then traces the uneasy process of assimilation and resistance that occurred on both sides as the Spaniards established
political and religious dominance in Michoacán. He describes the syncretisms, or fusions, between Christianity and indigenous
beliefs and practices that arose among the Purhépecha and relates these to similar developments in other regions of Mexico.
Written especially for students and general readers, this book demonstrates how cultural and geographical environments
influence religious experience, while it adds to our understanding of the process of indigenous appropriation of Christian
theological concepts in the New World.
Late Medieval Mysticism of the Low Countries In one series, the original writings of the universally acknowledged teachers of
the Catholic, Protestant, Eastern Orthodox, Jewish, and Islamic traditions have been critically selected, translated, and
introduced by internationally recognized scholars and spiritual leaders. Miguel de Molinos (c. 1628-1696) was one of the most
important figures in the religious controversy known as Quietism. Spanish by birth, he spent nearly his entire adult life in
Rome, where he attracted wide fame as a spiritual director and gained the favor of several prominent figures. His Spiritual
Guide (1675) recommended a life of spiritual simplicity and promoted what became known as the prayer of quiet. On
publication it was an immediate bestseller, but the Guide's fame came to an abrupt end in 1685 when Molinos was accused of
heresy and sentenced to life imprisonment. He died in prison in 1696. This Classics of Western Spirituality edition of the
Spiritual Guide was translated from the new critical edition of José Ignacio Tellechea Idígoras. It provides an unabridged
translation in modern English along with a historical introduction by the translator and a theological introduction by the
eminent scholar Bernard McGinn. Book jacket.
The Return to the Mystical This dictionary attempts to give direct access to the development of Christian Spirituality. It is a
series of pieces written by experts to provide instant, accurate and thought-provoking information of high scholarship.
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The Spiritual Teachings of Teresa of Avila and Adrian Van Kaam For the first time, four of Jean Gerson’s treatises regarding
the deeper aspects of “spiritual life” have been painstakingly translated and progressively placed in tandem of each other. a)
"De Probatione Spirituum” - “The Proving of Spirits” b) Snares of the Devil c) "De Distinctione Verarum Visionum A Falsis" “The Distinctions between False and True Visions” d) Practical Guide to Spiritual Prayer Jean Gerson may be considered as on
of the great reformers of the Church prior to Luther. Gerson, like so many other before and after him, had concern for the
peace and well-being of the Church thereby embraced the call for theological reform. During his life, there was an increasing
movement towards Scholasticism, which fanned the increasing role of theological speculation and innovation within the
university resulting in men graduating with their degrees with students rallying blindly behind this or that theologian.
Great Spiritual Works For the first time, in 35 years, here is a complete analytical and comparative study of the only two
English translations of this marvelous work. This particular effort makes references back to our copy of the Spanish text for
clarity. More importantly, this effort is coordinated with Teresa of Avila's works. Thus an additional 400 notes, in combination
with comparatives between the variant references are supplied. This work has been translated by the sisters of Stanbrook.
Francisco de Osuna draws on the ancient doctrine of the spiritual senses to describe the psychological experience that takes
place as spiritual attentiveness is gradually deepening. He takes up the traditional analogies of the darkness of blindness, the
silence in deafness, the passivity in dumbness to draw out the ways that the prayer of recollection belongs to the apophatic
way of contemplating the divine. He connects and places his reflections in the context of the gospel beatitudes - the vision of
humanity described by Jesus Christ.
Third Spiritual Alphabet Dominican Penitent Women is the first comprehensive introduction in English to Dominican penitent
spirituality. The volume examines Italian lay-women's ways of life through religious rules, hagiographical texts, and their own
writings spanning the thirteenth to sixteenth centuries. The first section contains translations of two versions of their rules,
which open a window to the religious practices and institutions that structured their lives. The second section introduces
hagiographical texts, including the Miracoli of Catherine of Siena and an extract from Thomas of Siena's Supplement, which
includes accounts not discussed in Raymond of Capua's Legenda maior. A final section consists of Osanna of Mantua's letters
to Francesco Gonzaga and Lucia Brocadelli's Seven Revelations, in which these two women wove mundane details and cunning
practical insights into their Christ-centered devotion. Book jacket.
Early Protestant Spirituality For the first time, in 33 years, here is a complete analytical and comparative study of the only two
English translations of this marvelous work. This effort, which lies within your grasp, is a pains-taking effort to not only
compare the wording, but also the footnotes and supply variant references to this stunning work; in particular making
references back to our copy of the Spanish text for clarity. More importantly, this effort is coordinated with Teresa of Avila’s
works. Thus an additional 400 notes, in combination with comparatives between the variant references are supplied. This
work has been translated by the Sisters of Stanbrook.
Angelic Spirituality The tradition of Christian spirituality offers many insights and courageous personal examples to guide
contemporary disciples in following the way of Jesus. The thoughts of early Christian writers, martyrs, medieval mystics, and
notable Christians from more recent centuries, have all contributed to the development and understanding of the Christian
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virtues contained in this book. Christian spirituality offers a practical wisdom that has been tempered by the joys and trials of
past centuries, helping to form and strengthen disciples of later generations. It offers the same for our time. Each Christian
virtue in this book reveals a timelessness that offers an old yet rearticulated quality for our contemporary Western world that,
regrettably, tends to overlook the riches of the classical Christian tradition. Christian disciples are called to follow in the
footsteps of Jesus and experience the fullness of life that he did, through interiorizing Jesus’ way of relating to others. His
faithfulness and openness to the love of his heavenly father enabled Jesus to fully and freely share that love with others.
Examining and embracing these seven Christian virtues will help to strengthen us along our journey, as they have for
countless disciples over the centuries.
The Senses in Religious Communities, 1600-1800 The Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius of Loyola, are deeply rooted in the era of
great classics such as “Golden Era” by Jacobus de Volragine O.P., “Meditations on the Life of Christ”, by Pseudo- Bonaventure
and the “Life of Christ” by Ludolph of Saxony. It would appear that this last work gave the basic foundation for much of the
exercises' layout & format, but it would a work, entitled “The Book of Exercises for the Spiritual Life" (Ejercitatorio de la Vida
Espiritial) of Garcia de Cisneros, (a future work in the “Contemplative Series”, that gives both the final formulary, outlook &
style. Denis the Carthusian, is believed “He is probably the unacknowledged source of much Jesuit Theology.” In this endeavor
to present a thorough work, we have presented the most authentic and direct translation of these “Spiritual Exercises”
combined with a superb commentary on this work. To-date there is nothing quite like this work, which you are about to
embark upon.
Franciscan Spirituality and Mission in New Spain, 1524-1599
From Strength to Strength This history not only serves to acquaint us with the origins and development of Christian
spirituality, but, equally importantly in the author's view, projects into our contemporary world the lives and teachings of men
and women who have reached a high degree of sanctity through the ages. His study is Catholic in both senses of the word. He
has concentrated his attention on the history of spirituality in the Roman Catholic Church; and he has taken a comprehensive
view of the full range of forms of that Catholic tradition, including -- so that we can learn from the mistakes of the past -- the
heterodox tendencies and movements that have arisen from time to time.
Luther's Spirituality Philip Schaff's History of the Christian Church excels at providing an impressive and instructive historical
treatment of the Christian church. This is Volume Four covering the Medieval Era. Schaff's treatment is comprehensive and in
depth, discussing all the major and minor figures, time periods, and movements of the Church. Simply put, Schaff's prose is
lively and engaging.Quite often, these works can be grueling and drudgery, yet this effort have been able to make it "history
written with heart and soul." Countless people have found “History of the Christian Church.” quite reliable and helps to
mitigate the fuzzy logic of some others or the overly scholarly work, which requires one to sift through the tedium of the
volume’s effort. Whether for serious scholarship, sermon preparation, daily devotions, or simply edifying reading, this work
will remain a staple for generations to come, and shall remain highly recommended.
Fénelon
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Audi, Filia Edward Bounds was an American lawyer and pastor, who wrote nine books, seven of which were about prayer.
Known as a veritable powerhouse of spiritual maturity, Bounds has affected the prayer lives of thousands of people. This
volume, contains his best works focusing on the proper mindset believers must attain in order to have the best prayer life. He
reminds readers that one must have a humble heart and undivided allegiance to God in order to pray effectively. Throughout,
Bounds frequently quotes other Christian thinkers, adding support and insight into his points about prayer. Finally, Bounds
ends his encouraging and enlightening discussion by explaining the role of the Holy Spirit in prayer. Thus, to eliminate prayer
from our daily lives is to abandon communication with God. For, you see, it is through prayer that we have the opportunity to
share our deepest sorrows, joys, and desires with the only one who can truly comfort us; reminding readers that God's
presence steadfastly endures.
Evil, Spirits, and Possession This timely book brings together the stories of St Francis – his preaching to birds, rejection of
wealth, caring for lepers, befriending animals and living simply, his poetry and hymnody in praise of creation that is still sung
today – and the influential writings and examples of inspiring Franciscans who have followed him such as Clare, Bonaventure,
Duns Scotus and Angela of Foligno, and draws them into conversation with contemporary concerns for our planet. It gathers
800 years of accumulated wisdom and practical examples of how Franciscans have found ways to live at home and at peace
with creation. It explores that long tradition and experience to ask what lessons can be drawn for today to challenge and
enable readers to re-visit their own relationship with creation.
The Cambridge Companion to Christian Mysticism "Inventing the Sacred" analyzes the Spanish Inquisition's campaign to ferret
out "false saints and scandalous impostors" whose claims of divinely inspired visions and revelations threatened the Catholic
church's efforts to monopolize access to the supernatural.
The Spiritual Guide
The Third Spiritual Alphabet Franciscans in sixteenth-century New Spain were deeply ambivalent about their mission work.
Fray Juan de Zumárraga, the first archbishop of Mexico, begged the king to find someone else to do his job so that he could go
home. Fray Juan de Ribas, one of the original twelve 'apostles of Mexico' and a founding pillar of the church in New Spain,
later fled with eleven other friars into the wilderness to escape the demands of building that church. Fray Jerónimo de
Mendieta, having returned from an important preaching tour in New Spain, wrote to his superior that he did not want to enlist
again, and that the only way he would return to the mission field was if God dragged him by the hair. This discontent was
widespread, grew stronger with time, and carried important consequences for the friars' interactions with indigenous peoples,
their Catholic co-laborers, and colonial society at large. This book examines that discontent and seeks to explain why the
exhilaration of joining such a 'glorious' enterprise so often gave way to grinding discontent. The core argument is that,
despite St. Francis's own longing to do mission work, his followers in New Spain found that effective evangelization in a
frontier context was fundamentally incompatible with their core spirituality. Bringing together two streams of historiography
that have rarely overlapped - spirituality and missions - this book marks a strong contribution to the history of spirituality in
both Latin America and Europe, as well as to the growing fields of transatlantic and world history.
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The Study of Spirituality The most recent mystical theology scholarship - a discipline that has found new energy and influence.
This is examined through the lens of Wittgenstein's philosophy.
Franciscans at Prayer This interdisciplinary study, co-published with the Institute of Formative Spirituality, focuses on the
formative and directive aspects of spirituality. Compares and integrates the traditional spiritual wisdom of Teresa of Avila and
the contemporary formation dynamics of van Kaam's spirituality and science.
The Interior Castle In the beginnings of the great, world-historical struggle between Empire and Papacy leads us to the man
whose life represent the purpose of the following essay is. Its importance for the political and ecclesiastical history of the 11th
Century has long been recognized and he is in ancient and modern times the subject of repeated treatment and examination.
When it comes to mysticism and contemplation, stemming from the ‘Church Fathers’ there is but scant works outside of that
of Bernard of Clairvaoux. My intention is to the life and effectiveness of Damian’s as completely as possible, first by a
biographical display in history, his work as reformer of monks, chosen life as a contemplative and hermit, his intervention
inchurch reform and its relationship with its forth - projecting contemporaries, especially to the popes.
Carmelite Prayer It is universally recognized that Bernard was a prince among mystics. His mysticism is very -personal; he was
too great and individual a character for it to be otherwise. But it is at the same time of a very definite type; it is, as Abbot
Butler wrote in his Western Mysticism, "Pre-Dionysian, pre-scholastic, non-philosophical." In his theories of the life of prayer
Bernard belonged to the age of the Fathers. Speculatively, Augustine and, in a lesser degree, Ambrose, were his masters. In
the practical ordering of life, he depended to some extent on Basil and Maximus the Confessor, but very largely on Benedict,
whose rule in its purity the Cistercian Order tried to inculcate.
Norbert and Early Norbertine Spirituality Surveying the broad panorama of medieval Franciscans at prayer, this book offers a
nuanced perspective on Franciscan beliefs and spiritual practices that underscores the depth and breath of their mutual
passion for the divine and the world they shared.
Michoacán and Eden "When one looks at an icon, one bas the sense that God is looking back. Our whole person is involved.
What the prayers and music of the Feast convey through the ears, the icon conveys visually." This book showcases a collection
of extraordinarily beautiful icons that introduces readers and art appreciators to the spiritual riches of the Byzantine liturgical
tradition. The author, Father Michael Evdokimov, presents an icon for each of the twelve great feasts of the Orthodox
Christian liturgical year. Preceding each icon is a brief commentary of what the reader can hope to find in the icon, including
nuances that a casual observer might miss. Facing each icon are prayers appropriate for meditating on the icon. Quotations
from spiritual writers of all ages of Christianity are interspersed in the book. In a simple, straightforward manner, Evdokimov
shows how the prayers and the icons used to worship God can nourish the spiritual life. Although he sets before his readers
beliefs and practices common to Orthodox people everywhere in the world, anyone who appreciates beautiful art will find
much to savor here.
Ignatian Spiritual Exercises with Commentary The Cambridge Companion to Christian Mysticism is a multi-authored
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interdisciplinary guide to the study of Christian mysticism, with an emphasis on the 3rd through the 17th centuries. Written
by leading authorities and younger scholars from a range of disciplines, the volume both provides a clear introduction to the
Christian mystical life and articulates a bold new approach to the study of mysticism.
Christian Spirituality in the Catholic Tradition "Protestant spirituality" might sound like an oxymoron. Reformation scholar
Scott Hendrix contends, however, that the spiritual tradition found among early Protestants was vibrant because spirituality
meant all the ways they practiced their faith. Accordingly, these representative texts are grouped into nine categories:
Personal Voices, Interpreting Scripture, Preaching, Admonishing and Consoling, Living the Faith, Singing, Praying,
Reconstructing Sacraments, and Worshiping. This unique anthology of writings by twenty-five early Protestants is a rich
resource for every teacher and student of Reformation Christianity. Book jacket.
Inventing the Sacred Offers for the first time in English, a translation of Finelon's (Frangois de Salignac de la Mothe-Finelon
(1651-1715) major spiritual writing, the Maxims of the Saints and other seminal works of fiction and spiritual direction, such
as the famous "Letter to Louis XIV."
Selected Works Having met with resistance in his attempts to reform the clergy in his native Xanten, Norbert (ca. 1080-1134)
founded a religious community in France. His establishment was the first house of an eventually hugely successful order, the
Canons Regular of Premontre, also known as the Premonstratensians or Norbertines. Although Norbert, who was appointed
archbishop of Magdeburg in 1126, left no writings, his followers produced many important texts in their efforts to reform a lax
and demoralized clergy. Yet, despite these authors' significance to the spirituality of their age, their words and their historical
context are little-known to modern readers. This volume renders audible the voices of the twelfth-century followers of
Norbert, presenting the most important early Premonstratensian texts (including two versions of the Vita Norberti), along
with an introductory essay describing their place in twelfth-century religious life. Book jacket.
Church History This volume, the ninth on Islamic material to be published in the Classics of Western Spirituality series, brings
to light a highly significant but little known area of Islamic spirituality. Editor John Renard has assembled here a volume of
texts, most translated here for the first time, culled from the great Sufi manuals of spirituality, on the theme of the complex
and multi-faceted role of knowledge in relation to the spiritual life. He presents excerpts on knowledge from the works of nine
major Muslim teachers, most translated from Arabic, but also including important texts from Persian originals. The
Introduction offers a survey of the development of Sufi modes of knowing through the thirteenth century in their broader
context, and then focuses on the manuals or compendia of Sufi spirituality treated here. Historical notes provide brief
identifications of many of the individual sources and personalities mentioned throughout the treatises.
Jewish & Christian Mysticism In inclusive and contemporary translations, this volume introduces the reader to the rich
complex of issues that Luther contributes to the history of spirituality
Dominican Penitent Women Written by contributors representing the Anglican, Roman Catholic, Free Church, and Orthodox
traditions, this collection examines the nature and form of individual Christian devotion throughout the centuries.
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St. Francis On Poverty, and Other Virtues In Evil, Spirits, and Possession: An Emergentist Theology of the Demonic David
Bradnick suggests that the demonic arises from evolutionary processes and manifests as non-personal emergent forces that
influence humans to initiate and execute nefarious activities.
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